CHURCH PLANTING: ATLANTIC CANADA
DEMOGRAPHICS

Eastern Passage is a community unto itself; separated by approximately 5km from the rest of residential
Dartmouth. Home to approximately 18,000 people, the community is expanding, building new homes and a
new high school.
The Passage has a recently evolving demographic. Originally the area was primarily blue collar workers
employed by the fishing industry, oil refineries, Shearwater airbase, and an auto import/export facility. Now
the community is changing into a bedroom community with a diversity of new people. The building of the
new, local high school will also encourage continued growth in this area.

eXplore church is the fruition of LifeBridge Community Church’s vision to see multiple churches
developed in the Dartmouth area, working together for greater kingdom impact. Our strategy is to move
into the community and start developing relationships within the neighbourhood, by volunteering at
community events and through intentional conversations in the marketplace.
We exist to encourage people to explore a relationship with Jesus Christ. We will embrace celebratory
worship, strategic and intentional discipleship through our four-year Next Steps discipleship series and
personal, missional engagement through our Community Groups. Until public services begin, these
Community Groups will be our main source of inviting the curious into our community

MENTORING

Because we believe in mentoring people in all areas of ministry, Explore Church will also mentor people
interested in pastoral ministry. Russell Wyse will be mentoring in this capacity from the outset of Explore
Church. Russel became a Christ-follower through LifeBridge, went through the discipleship process, served
on the Elder’s board, and is now ready to be equipped to pastor a church. The first few years Russell will
work as a bi-vocational pastor-in-training. During this time he will be mentored through hands on
experience and academic courses. Once the church is financially viable we will use the final year to hand
all ministry responsibility over to him while providing ongoing support, supervision and feedback. This
transition year will also be used to start formulating the next church plant.
This is a pattern we expect to see repeated constantly at Explore Church, LifeBridge, and future church
plants. The pastors/staff of these churches will meet regularly for ongoing training, support and collective
visioning for missions both local and global.

GLOBAL MISSIONS

At Explore Church, we believe in taking the good news of Jesus, not just to our own community, but around
the world. We have partnered with ministries in Tegucigalpa, Honduras to help strengthen the church there
as they reach out to those in impoverished areas, prisons and the streets.

FINANCES
Start-up Expenses:
$20,000
(Sound system, projector, lighting, keyboard,
media computer, signage etc.)

Total Annual Expenses:
$125,000
(salary package, facility rental, ministry expenses)

Current Support:
LifeBridge, Baptist General Conference, C2C: $66,000 committed
FINANCIAL PARTNERSHIP
If you would like to financially partner with us to see this vision fulfilled, you may do so via:
1) E-transfer: donate@LifeBridge.ca
2) Credit Card: www.lifebridge.ca/donate
3) Cheque/Money Order to:
LifeBridge Community Church
Box 21013
Dartmouth, NS B2W 6B2
Designate any funds for “Church Plant”

MINISTRY PARTNER WITH US
We are looking for ministry partners to join the team.
We need help in every area:
Worship – vocal
Computer Graphics
Worship –
Sound Tech
instrumental
Media Presentation
Creative People - art,
Connecting Team
drama, etc.
Nursery Workers

Children’s Workers
Youth Leaders
Adult Teachers
Financial Experts

If you are interested in investing in the spiritual impact of Eastern Passage, we would love to hear from you!

eXplorechurch.ca
For more information, contact:
Rob Laidlaw
rlaidlaw@explorechurch.ca
(902) 223-163

